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CHAGASIC MYOCARDIOPATIY

Po Hie Felitor: We o were most inlerested inothe arnele |r}'
Makov efoal, (2 Fogl | Med 285:002-665, 1971 Loncekning
the lelt ventricalar ancnrysim ol anknown etiology. We
shiondel like o suggest a0 posshle etology, wlhich oot uso-
ally consiclered inoa dillevermnl diagnnsis in the United
States, of  American  evpanasomiasis (Chagas's clisesse)
cavseed ||:.' 'J':,j,f.\'.'l.lrlm.urr.- sz, Ieois known that this LTy wan-
soune exasls as g soonosis o the eastern Dnateed Staees,” andd
there is good indirect esiderce Tor s oceareence i homeans
e soantleast®

T P (unpoblished datad, the presence ol a0 sicealar
apical ventriculir ancarvsn, pacticaluly on the left s path-
:|||_\_r'||:}|;'|r||:||n; ol throna 1|:I<I'l.-l‘-ll AL .il(llrﬁ]ﬁ!ﬂn‘ hrflill'l\:l.ﬂil-l-
cab examinmation sypically reveals a substantial loss ol cvdiae
musculature, wiich s veplaccd Iy a very thin Lyer of
filsronis s, This 3 paoticuloly evident with a0 mvichrome
stain, There wocomplere absence ol the parasite, in contrast
o thie senle Tormm of the discase,

A this ciase, onr paticnts asally reguire: hospitakizaton
withinn ane s two veinrs afler the onset of symgioms beeause
ol wlenteal arvhyvtbimias and beart Bilure. Alhoogh all our
petiends i whom ventricakar anearysms have developed
Bave been in the dowrth decade ol e or okler, the anen-
ryvsims fiave boen ohserved o teen-agers m Brasil ancd other
arvas ol Tatim Smerica Gweording Lo a iJ<.'1'5f'lll'=l| O -
viewrs drenm Vo Boewchwevke, of S&o Palo Medical Schonl).

I woalel be imeresting 1o know the scralogic resulis from
testing this guient for Chagas's dhscase and others i whom
ventricular aneurysms of unknown etology develop in the
Urnited States.
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The alwwve Ietter was reforred 1o the anthors of the wricle
in guestion, onc of whom ollers the following coply:

T the Fedior: The leter ol Dese Jobnsan, Fdgeoomb and
Kinmey coneed "i“H thie P(:I\'\-i.lﬂl:_' <::i1:-Ir:;;-13' af the left venteicelar
ancuryam in the patient discassed in our recent article wirs
intriguing. Like mest cardiologists in various [Tt
araund the country, we hay n lakinge Tora possible cliology
Fae nnustal left ventricalay anewrysems ancd also primary my-
acardial disease for o number of vears. De, Farra's work in
this lield is well known to us, and although e fownd e
positive reactions using complement-lisation tilers ra Tiy-
e pmesE CYUT m 28 'IHI:[iJ_'lll,\ stvichicel with |:||';||1I:|I‘_.' iy apikie
al disease, this prevalence was mot borne ool e soame later
wirk, which has net been pulbdisled 1o date, Dee Farrar it
forms me tht he subsequently soaglied G000 mare patiens
alier pullishing his original dav, ane 50 npae pativies wli
hisel the so-called syaderame ol peimary myocavdial disease,
There were only two positive tilers in the 4000 additional
patients stuedied and no positve tees inthe S with primiry
mvecardial disciase. We beliove that this is an extremuly e
discase in the sowtheastern pare of the United States,

Tor sentle the fssue, @ Bleod sample bas been diawn from
the patient in guestion and has heen sent o the Comanie
cable Disease Center in Atlanta, Georgia, lor complement-
fixation titers for 1 rimzi
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